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ABSTRACT 

Background: Nursing students need opportunities for authentic learning in contexts that strongly resemble real-life clinical 

settings. 

Objective: This qualitative study describes final year nursing students' experiences of simulation authenticity and presents 

development needs proposed by the students. The study aimed at producing knowledge that can be used by educators and 

technology specialists to develop simulation pedagogy for acute nursing. 

Methods: Eleven final-year nursing students specializing in acute nursing (intensive care and in- and out-of-hospital emergency 

care) responded to a questionnaire with four open questions in December 2019. Inductive content analysis was used to analyze 

the data. 

Results: The students stressed the importance of their own preparations and living into the nursing role with proper briefing 

from an expert teacher, supported by a realistic representation of the setting using real equipment, actors, visualization and other 

multisensory cues. 

Conclusions: Students' subjective experience of authenticity depends on many factors; preparation, awareness of objectives, 

support from the facilitator and the level of environmental fidelity. Simulations, which reach a reasonable degree of authenticity 

in the students' experience, can be considered an effective form of authentic learning. 
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Augmented and virtual reality 

scenarios. [ZJ It allows students to practice their cognitive, 
motor, and critical thinking skills safelyU-3l With help of 

For decades, nurse educators have striven to offer their 
simulated scenarios followed by constructive feedback and 

1. INTRODUCTION

students high quality clinical learning experiences. This 
has sometimes been a challenge due to instructors' limited 
time resources or to short patient stays, high patient acuity 
and limited clinical sites/student access to patient units and 
recordsY1 As a response, simulation-based teaching has 

debriefing sessions in small groups, students can experience 
and reflect on the complexity of care across a variety of 
changing care situations and improve their critical thinking, 
clinicaljudgment[4l and compassion skills.[4-6J 

become a well-established alternative. In a general sense, This qualitative study describes final-year nursing students' 

simulation can be defined as the replication of real-world experiences of simulation authenticity and presents devel-

*Correspondence: Mari Helena Salminen-Tuomaala; Email: mari.salminen-tuomaala@seamk.fi; Address: Seiniijoki University of Applied Sciences,

School of Health Care and Social Work, Finland. 

18 ISSN 2324-7940 E-ISSN 2324-7959 


















